THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
In Mr. Mackenzie King we have a Canadian statesman who has
always preserved the most intimate relations with the great Republic
of the United States, and whose name and voice are honoured there
as they are on this side of the Atlantic. I had the opportunity of
meeting the President of the United States a few weeks ago, and
I know from him the great esteem in which Mr. Mackenzie King
is held and how much he has contributed to joining together in
close sympathetic action the Republic of the United States and the
Dominion of Canada.
I am grateful to Mr. Mackenzie King to-day for having put in
terms perhaps more pointed than I, as a British Minister, would
use, that overpowering sense we have that the time is short, that
the struggle is dire, and that all the free men of the world must
stand together in one line if humanity is to be spared a deepening
and darkening and widening tragedy which can lead only, as Mr.
Mackenzie King has said, to something in the nature of immediate
world chaos.
I hope, Mr. Mackenzie King, during your all too brief visit here,
a visit which in a few weeks must draw to its close, you have found
yourself able to see with your own eyes what we have gone through,
and also to feel that unconquerable uplift of energy and of resolve
which will carry this old island through the storm and carry with it
also much that is precious to mankind.
You have seen your gallant Canadian Corps and other troops
who are here. We have felt very much for them that they have
not yet had a chance of coming to close quarters with the enemy.
It is not their fault, it is not our fault, but there they stand and
there they have stood through the whole of the critical period of
thelast fifteen months at the very point where they would be the
first to be hurled into a counter-stroke against an invader. No
greater service can be rendered to this country, no more important
military duty can be performed by any troops in all the Allied
forces. It seems to me that although they may have felt envious
that Australian, New Zealand, and South African troops have been
in action, the part they have played in bringing about the final
result is second to none.
You have a great knowledge of the flexible organization, a
system ever changing and expanding, yet ever growing into a
greater harmony, by which the British Commonwealth of Nations
is conducted. You have also a knowledge of your own people, and
your association with them is so long and so intimate that it has
enabled you to realize and express in these hours of trouble a more
complete unity of Canada than has ever before been achieved. The
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